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 Thanks to everyone who attended the 51st meeting of the AAVLD in Greensboro.  Your attendance and participation in committees make the meeting the tremendous networking and learning opportunity that it is.  Dr. Gary Anderson is Program Chair for 2009 and will continue the tradition of looking for opportunities to improve the meeting. 
Please drop him a note if you have suggestions (ganders@vet.k-state.edu).  There are several excellent preconference symposia already in the planning stages for 2009 so pencil in San Diego, CA next October 7-14th!  This is a fun location and we hope for a great turnout.  Site nomination has traditionally been led by USAHA but they are open to nominations from AAVLD members.  Picking a venue is not a simple task and as organizations, we prioritize venues that meet space requirements in the most economical fashion so registration fees and room accommodations remain affordable. The next meeting under development is for the joint AAVLD/USAHA Annual Meeting in the USAHA Western Region in 2013.  This will be discussed at the USAHA Western Regional Meeting on March 4th and 5th 2009 in Albuquerque, NM. If any AAVLD members are interested in working on a site proposal for that region, let me know and we can get the meeting site requirements to you.  Read more…
What’s New on the Web
· October Executive Board and House of Delegates Minutes
· August Lab Directors Conference Call Minutes 
· 2008 AAVLD Committee Reports

· 2008 Scientific sessions and Diagnostic Slide conference abstracts

· New Version of Accreditation requirements
Follow links in left column of this newsletter. If you click on a link for a members only item in this newsletter, the first time you will see a note stating: You do not have permission to view this page. To the right of this notice is a Login button. You only need to login once then all other members only page links in the newsletter will go direct to the page.  

Congratulations to our AAVLD Award Winners…
Dr. Willie Reed was recipient of our highest honor the EP Pope Award

Dr. Leon Thacker was the recipient of AAVLD Distinguished Service Award

Graduate Student Award for Best Presentation –  Dr. John Prickett
Graduate Student Award for Best Poster – Dr. Jolade Sansi
JVDI Best Manuscript – Dr. William C. Stoffregan, et. al.

JVDI Best Brief Communication – Dr. Cathy A. Brown, et. al.

2008 Pioneers in Virology –  Dr. Robert F. Kahrs 

Trek Award for an Outstanding Diagnostic Microbiologist – Dr. Dave Bemis

Trainee Travel awardees were: Drs. John Prickett, Alexandre Loretti, Charles Halsey (he also received the AAVLD/ACVP award) and Grant Burcham.
Dr. Aline Rodrigues was the ACVP/AAVLD awardee and presented at AAVLD.
Legislative Updates 
AAVLD sent letters to support renewal of funding for the food animal residue avoidance database (FARAD) and for consideration of educational debt forgiveness for veterinarians pursuing advanced training and careers in diagnostic medicine under the National Veterinary Medical Services Act.
Information from AAVLD Annual Meeting 
· Accreditation committee will have a call to increase auditor pool by 20-25%. Two-day auditor training will be required. 
· Dr. Tim Baszler is on a Blue Ribbon panel for CDC working on a veterinary laboratory appendix to the BMBL manual. Feedback on the draft (appended to executive board minutes) should be sent to him.
· AAVLD Foundation increased the trainee travel award amount to $1,000.00. Please encourage your residents and graduate students to apply for these awards for the 2009 meeting. 
· 2009 Annual meeting information - some is already posted. 

· We appreciate the support of our exhibitors and sponsors posted on annual meeting site.  
· Training on-line tutorial development has been proposed by several committees including lab safety, epidemiology, and quality assurance. 

· Drs. Ed Dubovi and Rich Jacobsen were recognized with Life memberships.

Proposed Symposia at the 2009 Meeting… 
Symposia proposed for 2009 include Diagnosis of Mycoplasma infections; Quality Assurance topic; Veterinary Epi Tool Box (see epidemiology minutes), CL Davis Pathology topic conference; Laboratory Biosafety (see Laboratory safety minutes). 
New AAVLD Committees Form
The AAVLD Parasitology committee was formed in November. Their initial focus will be on trichomonas testing. Dr. Lee Effinger is the chair and the committee plans to meet 8am-Noon, October 9, in San Diego.
The newly formed Laboratory Technology committee, co-chaired by Drs. Steve Bolin and Roger Maes, had a good turnout (see minutes for proposed activities planned). Solicitation of cross disciplinary papers that employ new and emerging technologies will be considered in 2009 for a scientific session. 

Dues going up... 

· AAVLD 2010 dues will increase $10.00 for full and associate members to 125.00 and 35.00 respectively
















